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MISSOURI WINE COUNTRY

by David Barber

Several months ago, when I first learned that I had to travel to St. Louis on a business trip, I decided that it would be enjoyable to extend my stay there over the weekend. But then the question of what to do arose. Look​ing through my various wine books, I noticed that Missouri was well represented by a number of wineries. Well, my problem was solved . . . my itinerary would include visits to as many Missouri wineries as I could over that weekend.

That weekend proved to be very enlightening as all the wineries that I visited did 'Show Me' that Missouri is very serious about its wines. When another business opportunity took me to Kansas City recently, I was excited that I could spend another weekend visiting many of the wineries that I missed during my first trip.

The majority of the wineries in Missouri are located in the eastern por​tion of the state, within about 125 miles of St. Louis, either to the west or south​west. This makes it quite convenient to add on a day trip if you don t have enough time for the full tour. But that's not to say that the other wineries scat​tered throughout the state aren't worth a visit.

For instance, not too far north of Kansas City the little town of Weston sits on the Missouri River. Within Weston is an old church that dates back to the mid 1800s and has served two different congregations. Services, how​ever, are no longer held there as the church is now the home of Pirtle's Weston Vineyards Winery. The base​ment serves as the winery while the main floor is the tasting room, office and a mini‑museum. Although tem​porarily out of their red wines during our visit, their Vidal, Seyval and a sweeter Catawba blush wines were nice examples and well made. Pirtle's apple wine was crisp and extremely pleasant but, in my opinion, their best wine was their mead. Four years in the making, it maintained distinctive honey flavors but
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Wineries (Mailing addresses)

1.
Mlsston Creek Winery loss welt sl. Weston. MO 69096

2
Pirtle', Weston Vineyards


P.O. Box 217


Weston. MO 64098

3.
Bristle Ridge Vineyards,


P.O. Box 83


Knob Noster. MO 63336

4. Les Hourgeots Winery & Vineyards FO. Box 11 B Roch,pont. MO 652n

5.
Green Valley Vineyards


State Rd. D


Portland, M085087

6. Stone Hill Wine Co. – New Florence North Outer Rd. New Florence. MO 83383

7. Blumenhof Vineyards 


P .O. Box 30 

Dutzow. M063342

8. Mount Pleasant Winery Rt.1.Box 101 


Augusta. MO 63332

was not cloyingly sweet. Another unique feature at Pirtle's is their hand‑made and custom‑designed ceramic wine bot​tles. For the wine enthusiast who has almost everything, a customized wine bottle filled with any of Pirtle's wines would make an ideal gift.

While traveling through the Ozark Plateau, a turn onto a side road begins a beautiful diversion within the rolling countryside which surrounds you with oak trees for as far as you can see. After all, a great deal of oak from this area eventually is transformed into wine bar‑

9. M‑tell, Winery at



Osage Ridge


P.O. Box 117


Augusta. MO 63332

10. Hermannhof Winery

330 E. tat St.

Hermann. MO 63091

11. Stone Hill Win. Company

R0. 1. Box 26

Hermann. MO 615041

12. Bias Vineyard 4 Winery

Fit. l

Berger. MO 63071

13. Eckert's Sunny Slope Winery

RL 2, Box 617

Was hlngton, M083080

11. Bonn. Country

125 Boone Country Lane

Defiance. MD.63311

15. Dardenne Creek Winery

2115 Hwy. 10 dt 61

07a1lon. MO 83366

Ie. Wine" of the Little Hills

501 S. Main St.

St. Charles. M083301

17. Bardenheiews‑Chateau



St. Louie


1018 fikinker Parkway


St. Louis. M083112

16. Chateau St. Louie

1019 Skinker Parkway

St. Louis. MO 0112

18. Mount Pleasant Winery ‑ Abbey Vineyard

Rc 3, Ho: 198

Cuba. MO 83133

20. Peaceful Bend Vineyard

Rt. 2, P.O. Boa 319

6leelyille. MO 85383

21. Heirinchshaus Vineyards & Winery

Rt. 2, Box 2102

St. James. MO 83559

22. Ferrigno Vineyards & Winery

11t. 2. Box 227

St. times. MO 83338

23. St. James Winery

540 Sidney s t.

St. James. M065339

21. Rosati Winery

Rt. 1. P.O. Box 33

St. James, MO 05339

25. Carver Wine Cellar

P.O. Box 1316

Roll%. MO 83901

26. Rais Winery

Rt. 1. Box 133

Licking. MO 83312

27. St. Genevieve Winery

Rt 3, Box 381

St. Oeneyfeye. MO 63670

28. Oxark Vineyards

cneamntriage. MO 83830

29. Stone Hill Wine and Grape Juice Co.

HCR 3, Box 1623

Bran .... M0 63818

.,n ovaiioa ornery

RL 1, Box T'7H

Washburn, MO 85772

rels. After a couple of miles, you come across Reis Winery. Reis is an estate winery that offers many pleasant varie​ties from the French Hybrid and native Labrusca grapes finished in varying degrees of dryness to sweetness. But my favorites from Reis were the fruit wines made from cherries and black​berries. I was also assured that their strawberry wine was equally as good but it was already sold out when we visited. And if, for whatever reason, you want to visit Reis Winery but don t want to take the time to drive there, a turf airstrip is available for your use.
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Also nestled within the Ozark scen​ery is Carver Wine Cellars. Here you can sample a variety of well‑made French Hybrids as well as some of the only vinifera wines that are commer​cially produced in Missouri. The Chardonnay was very pleasant and will only improve as the young vines mature over the next few years. The Johannis​berg Riesling was semi‑sweet but was well‑balanced and very fruity. A Caber​net Sauvignon was still aging and not available when we visited. But these vinifera shouldn't completely over​shadow Carver's Seyval Blanc, Vidal Blanc and especially the Chancellor​all fine wines.

A major grape growing area has flourished within the Ozark Highlands near the little town of St. James. Even though many of the grapes grown here end up as jams and juices, quite a bit is made into wine. In the heart of the area is the St. James Winery. This is one of the most modern wineries in the state and makes a large variety of wines from French Hybrid and Labrusca grapes as well as fruits and berries. St. James uses a mechanical harvester in their vineyards which helps to keep their prices very reasonable. In addition to all of their available wines, their tasting room and gift shop offer a wide variety of local cheeses and wine‑related items including many home winemaking supplies.

Nearby, the Rosati Winery offers wines with an Italian accent. Owned and operated by the Welch Grape Juice Company in the 1950s, the winery still grows many grapes for juices. But there is a growing amount of wine‑grapes being grown and fermented into wine. Rosati offers a wide variety of wines to suit all tastes. If all of your wine‑tasting has created a need to eat something a bit more substantial than the little pieces of bread and cheese between tastes, an authentic Italian Ristorante is located adjacent to the Rosati Winery featuring home‑made pasta and many other specialties that complement Rosati wines.

A bit to the north and hidden off a back country road is Heinrichshaus Vineyard and Winery. Heinrich Grohe was born and raised in Germany but worked for many years in St. Louis. At that time, Heinrichshaus became a weekend getaway and winemaking a

revived hobby. Heinrich has since "retired" full time into winemaking and is expanding his operation. Specializing in dry wines, the few semi‑sweet ones made also have a local following. The Chancellor and Leon Millot were both quite nice but the most interesting wine offered was a dry Concord which Heinrich confesses was originally made as a joke. Jokes like that are always a hit.

Traveling north from the Ozark Highland Area brings you to the Mis​souri River which flows from the west to the east bisecting the state. Along the river, between the towns of Hermann and Agusta in the eastern portion of the state, is an area where many Germans had originally settled because it reminded them of their homeland. Along with the other crops, these set​tlements also began to grow grapes and make wine. This helped Missouri grow into the second largest wine producing state by the turn of the century. Prohibi​tion, however, took its toll, but the wineries are coming back and striving towards reclaiming their former position.

Within the town of Hermann there are two wineries worth visiting. Stone Hill Winery is perched on a hilltop in the southern part of the town. The first wine made at Stone Hill was in 1847. Production increased and by the turn of the century, Stone Hill was considered to be the third largest winery in the world (the second largest in the U.S.) with a production of over 1,250,000 gal​lons a year. All of this wine was made and aged within the labyrinth of under​ground vaulted cellars that were dug into the hill over a 20‑year period. Unfor​tunately, Prohibition ended this prosper​ity. Hoping to survive this bleak period in our history, Stone Hill converted its cellars from winemaking to mushroom growing. Today, the cellars are cleaned out and since 1965 are again used for winemaking. A tour of Stone Hill takes you through these impressive cellars as well as up into the attic cupola of the main building in order to enjoy the commanding view of the town of Hermann and its surrounding country​side. Of course, a sampling of the many fine wines should not be missed, in​cluding a very nice barrel‑fermented Seyval Blanc and a dry red Norton (Cynthiana) that should develop consid​erably with another few years of aging.

Adjacent to the Missouri River in Hermann is the National Historic Site of Hermannhof Vineyards. The large brick structure is indeed impressive, but the ten large stone cellars beneath the building are of special interest. When Prohibition closed the winemak​ing operations at Hermannhof, the cellars were sealed and the winery building was converted into apart​ments. Over the years, the apartment residents began to use the air vents to the cellars as a convenient way to dis​pose of their trash and garbage. Need​less to say, it was a monumental task to 'dig' the cellars out again when Hermannhof renewed its winemaking operations. Along with a wide range of fine wines to sample, Hermannhof also offers a variety of sausages that are made in the traditional German style within Hermannhof's own kitchen and smokehaus. With a plateful of sausages and a fine bottle of wine, an afternoon in the Weingarten at Hermannhof is a pleasure not to miss.

A few miles east of Hermannhof off the main thoroughfare is the Bias Vine​yard and Winery. Jim and Norma Bias opened their winery in 1980 and offer a pleasant selection of wines, along with golf cart tours of the vineyards. Another small winery is the recently opened Blumenhof Vineyards and Winery. The tasting room located in the Alpine chalet‑styled winery offers a pleasant variety of wines including some drier, fuller‑bodied wines.

Not far from the little town of Washington is Eckert's Sunny Slope Winery. The winery is located on an historic farm and the tasting room is in the old farmhouse which dates back to the early 1800s. Eckert's makes a variety of French hybrid wines that are all very pleasant. However, if you enjoy Chambourcin, Eckert's bottling should not be missed.

Just outside of Augusta, high on a ridge overlooking the Missouri River is Montelle Winery at Osage Ridge. The spectacular scenery at the winery offers an enjoyable backdrop to sampling the many fine wines offered by Montelle. The surrounding area is ideal for a pic​nic or just to enjoy a bottle of wine.

St. Charles was one of Missouri's first capitals and is almost considered to be a suburb of St. Louis. Today the historic area of this quaint little river town is
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restored and houses many craft and antique shops as well as the Winery of the Little Hills. A tasting of their many varieties and a visit to the wine shop certainly is a welcome respite after many hours of touring and antiquing.

And if you just get to St. Louis and don't have any time to travel around the state, you can still visit a winery as Chateau Saint Louie (formerly Barden​heier's Wine Cellars) is within the city limits. Originally located along the Mississippi where the Gateway Arch now stands, Chateau Saint Louie is one of the largest wineries in Missouri. Their current location is within a former trolley barn complex and includes a large tasting room. Founded in 1873, Chateau Saint Louie produces a wide variety of dry, sweet and dessert style wines including ports, sherries and even wine coolers. Non‑alcoholic fruit wines are also a specialty.

Just for a little variety during your visits to the wineries, Missouri also has a few related industries. Near Weston the McCormick distillery offers tours of their large complex. They distill and age bourbon and corn whiskey on site as well as bottle vodka, tequila and rum made elsewhere. Samples are available for a nominal fee as the state law for​bids giving free samples of hard liquor. And on the other side of the state, we all are aware that St. Louis is really known as a beer town. The Anheuser‑Busch brewery there conducts tours of their facilities daily. And naturally these tours end up in the hospitality room where you may sample some of their products.
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